
Founded in 1869

Parkside Centre


Leeds Road

Email wrba@btconnect.com

Outwood

Tel    01924 215555

Wakefield



WF1 2PN

___________________________________________________________________________

PAGE  
8

NEWSLETTER

AUTUMN 2009
The “season of mists” is with us again all too soon! A big welcome to new members and we hope you enjoy reading your first Newsletter.

Raffle 2009
“Thank you” to everyone who has supported the raffle by buying and selling tickets. There is still time to sell further tickets! The raffle will be drawn on 10th November, at Parkside Centre by our Chairman, Mr Doug Dale. All prize winners will be notified immediately via the telephone number provided on the ticket stub.
Timberwolf Concert
Gill and Neil Sharman are putting on a John Denver concert in support of our Association. It will be at Ossett Town Hall on Saturday 24th October, starting at 7pm. Tickets are still available, priced at £9 and £5, if you would like any. Just give Delia a ring in our office on 01924 215555

Gill and Neil have been strong supporters of WRBA, this being the third concert they have organised for us. The two previous concerts were excellent, so you can look forward to an enjoyable evening listening to some fine songs and ballads. Do come and join us.

Lofthouse Securities
A huge “thank you” to Lofthouse Securities, of Lofthouse Gate, Wakefield, who held a fund raising event at the “Wagon and Horses” in Lofthouse earlier this year, and in July got a team together to run the Three Peaks for us. Thank you all for your support, and for your donation of over £2,000, which was presented to our Chairman Doug Dale on Saturday 12th September.

Thanks also to the Carleton Grange Dance Group, who during this last year have raised just over £1,000. 

Our Chairman Doug Dale writes:

“On the 5th August I was pleased to visit the Carleton Grange Community Centre in Pontefract, to present a special Certificate of Thanks and Appreciation to the Carleton Grange Dance Group, which is based there. The certificate was to acknowledge the absolutely magnificent fund raising efforts of the Group resulting in over £1,000 for our Association.

Supported by our Management Committee member, Mrs Jean Grasby, we were warmly greeted by the Dance Group, with Mrs Jean Shorthouse and Mr & Mrs Granville Lorriman leading us into what was a most delightful evening. A bright hall, lots of smiling faces, toe-tapping tunes and swirling dancers, and the bingo was fine as well!

The hall was alive with cheery good humour and the rhythm of life was in full swing. It was indeed a real pleasure to add my sincere thanks to such an occasion. Very well done – to all concerned.”

Doug Dale, Chair of WRBA 

2010 DIARIES AND CALENDARS 
Large Print calendars and diaries for 2010 can now be ordered. If you would like one, just give Delia a ring, or send in a letter with your order on it, or if you can manage it, come to one of our Demonstration Events at Outwood, Castleford or South Kirkby. There are a number of different types, so try to ensure you describe exactly the one you would like.

Wall calendar (numbers only)………………….£1.00p

A3 Large Print Calendar ………………………….£3.50p

A6 Large Print Pocket Diary (complete)….£3.60p

A6 Large Print Pocket Diary (refill)………….£3.10p

A5 Large Print Midi Diary………………………….£5.20p

Large Print Desk Diary……………………………..£6.95p

SPRING BULBS
Those of our members who live in Ossett will know that Ossett Rotary kindly deliver bowls of hyacinth bulbs in the spring. This year members in Horbury will also be included, through the good offices of Horbury Rotary. We will put details in our December issue, and will be asking you to let us know nearer springtime if you do NOT want any bulbs. 

WAKEFIELD ARBORETUM
WRBA continues its support for the development of the Newmillerdam Arboretum to make it suitable for visually impaired and other disabled people. A team of dedicated volunteers has now cleared the area of undergrowth (the area that was the original old Arboretum), placed a seat with “Arboretum” in Braille, and is now planning the range of trees that will be planted. These will be specially selected for their scent, or feel of bark or leaves , so that our visually impaired users will get more enjoyment out of it. Along with other individuals and organisations, WRBA is sponsoring a tree on behalf of all our members, past and present. We have selected a “Tulip Tree”, and this should be planted by early November. 

We are also supporting the pressure to improve access paths to the Arboretum, so if you are interested in this particular development and would like to add your support, just drop us a line to say what you think. You can use the enclosed Customer Care Questionnaire to do this if you like. 

DEVELOPMENTS IN THE FIELD OF EYECARE AND OPTICS
One of our members has highlighted two recent developments that we thought would be interesting to our members. One is a very cheap and easy alternative to the expensive CCTV machines for enlarging printed material. George Kay, Chairman of RNIB/Macular Disease Society in Edinburgh, has worked with engineer Les Geddes to develop a CCTV camera on an arm, the whole contraption costing less than £100, more than a tenth less than most CCTVs. There are two models of the Geddes Reader, the Classic and the Geddes Glide, and recently, another which shows colour. The Macular Disease Society can provide specific details if anyone is interested in one of these machines. Tel: 0845 241 2041
Scientists in America have developed software that can be downloaded onto a  ‘mobile phone’ that enables you to recognise items and articles. The user points the phone at the item, and the phone analyses it and then announces what it is. The invention is called a SeeScan and should be available later this year.

ACCESS AUDIO LTD
This Company is a leading supplier of Aural Aide, a wireless radio based audio commentary and hearing system, currently available in over 70 football, rugby and cricket clubs and 40 theatres around Britain.  Their aim is to have this Aural Aide in every sports ground and theatre in the UK, to allow blind and visually impaired people better access to entertainment. The system can be set up in minutes and is easy to use. The user would have a receiver about the size of a mobile phone, and they could control the volume level themselves. 

The more pressure that is brought to bear on Councils and Sports Grounds, or Theatre Managers to install this equipment (and thus comply with the Disability Discrimination Act!) the quicker this equipment will be available at such venues. If you are interested in this issue, or would like to add your support for it, write to or contact your local Councillor, or write to us and we will pass on comments. If you would like to contact the company concerned, Graeme Clowe is the Sales Manager, 0131 663 0777 or email: info@accessaudio.co.uk
GARDENING
Quite a lot of our members are interested in gardening, or have been interested before their sight loss. Did you know that there is a national blind gardeners association called THRIVE. They produce information, provide support and advice to visually impaired gardeners or would-be-gardeners! They also run a national competition for Blind Gardener of the Year. If you are interested in this topic you can contact THRIVE at the National Office, The Geoffrey Udall Centre, Beech Hill, Reading RG7 2AT, or phone 0118 988 5688.  In the Christmas Newsletter, we will put in some more information, and if there are gardeners amongst our members who are interested in sharing ideas, we will try to help with that in the future.

ACCESS TO HEALTH INFORMATION
Members who belong to the RNIB will know from the recent issue of New Beacon that research has shown that 72% of blind and partially sighted people report that they are unable to read information from their GP, and 81% unable to read instructions for taking medicine, which are often provided in standard print. In July, in partnership with Sheffield Royal Society for the Blind, they launched a campaign called “Losing Patients”, to press for the NHS to provide Health Care information in a variety of formats, and to ask people what format they would prefer information to be in.

We know from comments from many of our members how frustrated they feel about receiving letters notifying them of clinic appointments that are written in the smallest size of print! In particular, Eye Clinics, Ophthalmologists and Opticians, (who ought to know better), seem to have difficulty putting letters into large print for their users. If you have experienced difficulty with this, and if you are able to read large print material, make a point of asking them to send you their letters in large print.

SIGHT AID OUTREACH DEMONSTRATION DAYS:

Outwood/Wakefield – Parkside Centre, Leeds Road, Outwood, Wakefield WF1 2PN – 10.30am to 3.00pm
(normally the 3rd Monday of each month)

19 October

16 November

14 December

Castleford – Trinity Methodist Church, Powell Street, Castleford WF10 1EL – 10.30am to 3.00pm
(normally the 1st Thursday of each month)



1 October

5 November

3 December

South Kirkby – Langthwaite House Business Centre, Langthwaite Grange Ind. Estate, South Kirkby WF9 3AE

10.30am to 3.00pm

(normally 2nd Tuesday of each month)

13 October

10 November

8 December

Our Demonstration Days are progressing well. Many of you have been to one either at Outwood, Castleford or South Kirkby. The Project organisers Margaret Dodd and Caroline Barker have worked hard to make things work smoothly-not easy when you are juggling several different venues!

Focus for Demo Days
October – Reading and Writing, Calendars and Diaries

November – Clocks and Watches

December – Last chance for ordering gifts for Christmas

Margaret and Caroline say:

“It has been good to meet up with many of you on these days. We have been able to show people a wide range of equipment and discuss services available. We hope you have found our ordering service useful.

It has been particularly pleasing to welcome people back, even if it was only for a cup of coffee. We feel that the social side of the day is just as important as demonstrating the equipment. Many members have met up with others with sight problems and can support each other.

At each event we aim to focus on a particular topic as well as having the usual range of equipment on display. The focus for each coming month for the rest of the year is:

October – Reading and Writing, Calendars and Diaries 2010

November – Clocks and Watches

December – Last chance for ordering gifts for Christmas

If there is any particular piece of equipment you are interested in, please talk to us and we will see how best we can help.” 

COMPUTERS
Quite a lot of our Members are getting into computers, and as this is a rather specialised area we have been considering how to approach this issue, to make it more accessible to visually impaired people in Wakefield.  The Family Services Visual Impairment Team recently purchased some special equipment and are developing the resources to be able to introduce people to computers, the special software, and to provide some training. After discussions with them, we have agreed that they will make use of our Demo Days to bring computers and the software for people to try out, and also to have training sessions if they want. A trial run at South Kirkby in August was very successful. If you are interested in using a computer, or would like to find out if you could have some training, please contact the Visual Impairment Team, Highfield House, Love Lane, Castleford WF10 5RT (tel: 01977 723922), or let us know and we will pass your details on to them. 

Volunteers

As you may know, we have a number of volunteers who help us with some of our work, like counting the Collecting Boxes, organising birthday cards and other admin tasks, as well as helping on our Committee. And of course many of you know Vic who deals with the Talking Book Machines! They all provide essential support that helps us continue our work on your behalf. One of our newer volunteers, Gwen, said recently:

“When I joined WRBA a few months ago, I did not know much about eyesight problems, but since working with the team here and meeting users who come to our Demo Days, I have begun to understand more. I enjoy chatting with new members and being able to help them. Everyone is so friendly.”

Wakefield Society for the Blind

We have had confirmation from Mrs Marie Nixon, the Secretary of Wakefield Society for the Blind, that this Society has now been “wound up”. Many of the Wakefield Society members have joined us and we now officially provide support to any resident of Wakefield District (including the Wakefield City area that was formerly covered by the Wakefield Society). Marie herself has joined our Committee and will be helping to ensure that WRBA meets the challenges of the future. A donation from the Wakefield Society will help us develop information for all our users.
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