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NEWSLETTER
CHRISTMAS 2009

A MERRY CHRISTMAS

AND

A HAPPY AND PEACEFUL

NEW YEAR

TO ALL OUR MEMBERS

AND SUPPORTERS
During 2009 our Demonstration Days throughout the area have proved a big success and we hope to build on this in 2010. This work has been funded through Wakefield’s £1 million Healthier Communities Fund. The first fund of its kind in the District, it has awarded grants to successful applicants from the local community and voluntary sectors that are helping to tackle specific health issues. 

It has also been a year of sadness and loss for two of our members of staff. Delia (our Service Administrator) lost her husband in May and Pam (our Chief Executive Officer) lost her mother in September. Both deaths were sudden and unexpected. Our thoughts go out to them at this time of year and the prospect of spending Christmas without a loved one for the first time. Indeed, we would like to extend out thoughts to all our members who are facing Christmas on their own, whether it is for the first time or not. This time of year can be a time of celebration and joy, but it can also highlight loneliness and loss.

RAFFLE 2009

the winning ticket numbers were drawn on Tuesday 10 November at Parkside Centre.              .  
The winning ticket numbers are as follows: 07910, 09997, 03492, 05637, 01246, 00195, 04982, 08198, 05498, 03844, 01939, 07265, 01321, 06812, 06473, 03849, 08984, 08791, 04234, 09794, 05076, 06575, 07269, 09440, 01666, 06904, 04491, 03846, 08056, 01610 
All winning ticket holders have been notified.
The total raised by the sale of raffle tickets was £1,326.00p and we would like to thank all those who helped us to raise this generous amount.  Thanks also to the teams at SW(Retail), and COBALT for their donations to our raffle.
2010 DIARIES AND CALENDARS 
Large Print calendars and diaries for 2010 can now be ordered. If you would like one, just give Delia a ring on 01924 215555 or send in a letter with your order on it, or if you can manage it, come to one of our Demonstration Events at Outwood, Castleford or South Kirkby. There are a number of different types, so try to ensure you describe exactly the one you would like.

Wall calendar (numbers only)………………….£1.00p

A3 Large Print Calendar ………………………….£3.50p

A6 Large Print Pocket Diary (complete)….£3.60p

A6 Large Print Pocket Diary (refill)………….£3.10p

A5 Large Print Midi Diary………………………….£5.20p

Large Print Desk Diary……………………………..£6.95p

CHRISTMAS OFFICE CLOSURE 

The office will be closed from 24th December until Monday 4th January 2010.

CASTLEFORD GROUP

The final meeting of the Castleford Social Group this year will be on Thursday 17th December when members will be having a Xmas lunch.  The group will meet again on Thursday 14th January 2010. New members welcome!
OSSETT ROTARY CLUB and HORBURY ROTARY CLUB – HYACINTH BULBS

The above Rotary Clubs are preparing bowls of hyacinth bulbs for members who live in the Ossett and Horbury areas. If you DO NOT want your name to be forwarded, please let us know as soon as possible. Please note that the bulbs will be delivered when they are ready, usually February/March time.

SIGHT AID OUTREACH DEMONSTRATION DAYS:
Outwood/Wakefield – Parkside Centre, Leeds Road, Outwood, Wakefield WF1 2PN – 10.30am to 3.00pm
(normally the 3rd Monday of each month)

14 December

15 February 2010

15 March 

Castleford – Trinity Methodist Church, Powell Street, Castleford WF10 1EL – 10.30am to 2.30pm
(normally the 1st Thursday of each month)



3 December

4 February 2010

4 March

South Kirkby – Langthwaite House Business Centre, Langthwaite Grange Ind. Estate, South Kirkby WF9 3AE

10.30am to 3.00pm

(normally 2nd Tuesday of each month)

8 December

9 February 2010

9 March

We will not be holding Demonstration Days in January at Castleford, Outwood or South Kirkby. We will be using the time to research new equipment and technology. If you have any product queries, or would like to order equipment in January, we will of course be able to help. Please contact the office on 01924 215555. 
NATIONAL ISSUES

The Thomas Pocklington Trust has just finished some research showing that the Statutory Authorities have long neglected the need for emotional support to visually impaired people. The stress of dealing with sight loss has not been properly recognised by those providing services. Good support in time can help to prevent depression in older people and also younger ones facing employment problems. It is good to see that sufferers’ views are being recognised at last!

NEW AWARDS

The Macular Disease Society has just made its first Awards to honour people who have worked hard to help people with sight loss. The Awards are for: Clinical Services; Support Services and Chairman’s Awards for Volunteers. It is nice to see Volunteers being recognised for their work.

AUDIO DESCRIPTION

OFCOM has reviewed the development of Audio Description. The Government had set targets for television companies to have 10% of programmes with AD by 2010. This has been achieved 5 years early, but nobody seemed to want to do any more. So a group of MPs are pressing Government to increase the targets to 20%. Consultation finished on November 12th. We await the results with interest to see whether the Government really is interested in providing a better service to visually impaired people. Will television companies want to spend some more of their (our) money and doing things better? 

RNIB Campaign “LOST”
RNIB continues its campaign to highlight the number of blind and partially sighted people who are failed by the eye-care services. A decade ago, their publication “Ill-informed” showed that the NHS was failing to make health information accessible to visually impaired people, and legislation was passed to make them address this problem. The new campaign has taken a further look it, to see if anything has improved. The answer seems to be, in most cases, “no”. Health Authorities are still not providing health information in the range of formats that visually impaired people need and often they seem to have few of the necessary systems in place to do it. Eye care still appears to be low on the agenda in many areas.

WEST YORKSHIRE PLAYHOUSE AUDIO DESCRIPTION
The Playhouse now has Audio Description for many of its productions. If you let the Box-Office know, they will provide a head set for you. They also organise “Touch-Tours” where visually impaired people can go ‘behind the scenes’, to feel the costumes and props and get a sense of the set, and layout of the play. Visually impaired people can take a companion free.

AD plays coming up include The Secret Garden (27 Nov –23 Jan (AD performances on 17 and 19 Dec), and Cinderella  11Dec to 23 Jan (AD performances 23 Dec and 15 Jan)

Details and tickets from the box office 0113 213 7700
NB The tickets cannot be booked on-line.

THRIVE

The National Blind Gardeners’ Club has developed a new information pack outlining the services it offers to visually impaired gardeners and their carers. This includes free training workshops for professionals, covering techniques they could use with people they support. Thrive can provide ‘road-shows’ for groups, starter packs for individuals, and there are books, leaflets, CDs, a magazine and Yearbook to order, as well as residential gardening weekends.

Details: Thrive, The Geoffrey Udall Centre, Beech Hill, Reading RG7 2AT. Tel: 0118 988 5688. If you are interested as a professional worker in eye care, you can contact Wendy Chamberlain the Project Manager, for a discussion.

WORLD SIGHT DAY October 8th

This day highlighted the inequalities of eye care between men and women in the developing countries. Some feel that there is a similar difference in UK services. Though women seem to be a bit more resourceful in dealing with sight loss, there is a tendency for them to be seen as “helpless”. Medically there is no difference between men and women’s eye conditions or services. Perhaps women tend to recognise the problem earlier and be more ready to seek help? What do you think? Have you any views on this? We would like to know.

NATIONAL BLIND CHILDRENS SOCIETY

The NBCS has opened a new ‘digitised’ Custom Eyes book-production department in Somerset. With donations and grants they have refurbished a book-room with state-of-the-art equipment to print, bind and produce Large Print books for children, customising them to suit different eye conditions. NBCS is working to help children achieve their educational and life-goals. Good work NBCS!

LOCAL NEWS

Age Concern Internet Shopping Service.

Age Concern has launched its internet shopping service for isolated older people in Wakefield District. It offers shopping by internet to your door, from some of our supermarkets. You pay a £25 ‘bond’, which is returnable when you decide you want to terminate the service. The Internet Shopping Supervisor rings you to get your order, and arranges delivery. If you feel you need this service, and are interested, give the Supervisor Sam Stevens a ring on 01977 552114 to have a chat.

WAKEFIELD NHS BOWEL CANCER SCREENING

Wakefield NHS has started the national programme of bowel-cancer-screening. Bowel cancer is the second biggest cancer killer in the UK. If you are aged 60-69 you will get an invitation to take part. If you are 70 plus you can ask to join it, (a Freephone number will be provided in the near future).

You will be sent a home test-kit, and if the results are OK they let you know, and your GP as well. If there is anything that they feel needs further checks, they will arrange that for you. This scheme is really important to help identify bowel cancer and the conditions that may lead to it, so if you get the opportunity, do take it. 

WRBA DEVELOPMENTS

Father Christmas came early to WRBA. Our present photocopier was becoming tired, so we rang ABM.Com, the company who donated and maintained it for us, to see if there was a chance of finding another. They immediately responded with a visit to the office to see what we needed, and their fast work  saw us take delivery of a new Nashuatec photocopier the following week. Andy Hinchliff (Director) said  “It’s hard enough for businesses out there, so it’s even harder for charities. We want to do what we can to help.” Their support has been brilliant, and we’d like to say a big “thank you” and Happy Christmas to Andy and all the team at their company in Thornes, Wakefield.

NEWMILLERDAM ARBORETUM
On November 16th our Chief Executive Officer Pam Walters attended a planting ceremony at Newmillerdam, to plant a special tree on behalf of all our members. It was sponsored from an In Memoriam donation, and is part of our support for the Tree Wardens and volunteers who are renovating and re-establishing the old Arboretum at the top end of Newmillerdam woods. This part of the woodland will contain specimen trees that are of special interest to visually impaired people. The trees have tactile bark, soft foliage, or beautiful scent. WRBA’s addition is called a Tulip Tree.  Future work will aim to make the pathways more accessible to people with a disability.

2009 SUPPORTERS

Over the course of this year we have had support from many people that has enabled us to deliver the service our members need. Our Home Visitor Stephen Firth ran the Jane Tomlinson 10K Charity Run in Leeds; Lofthouse Securities ran the Three Peaks for us; Carleton Grange Dance Group raised over £1000 from their members, a huge effort, and the Lord St Oswald donated the cost of some hi-tech training equipment. These, and donations from others such as The Beast Fair Vaults in Pontefract, as well as the wonderful support from our members, has helped us keep our services going. So, many thanks to all our supporters.

Finally, we send Christmas greetings to our President, The Lord St Oswald, with thanks for his kind and generous support.

READERS QUESTION PAGE
During 2009 members have sometimes asked us about different issues. We feel it would be helpful to share some of these in this and future newsletters. Do let us know if you have any queries you would like us to answer.

Question 1 

“Is WRBA part of RNIB?”

No, definitely not. The RNIB is a large national charity that does a lot of campaigning and has provided some services in some areas. They run the RNIB Talking Book Service (which is not free by the way. Wakefield Council pays £79 each for those who use this service.)

WRBA is a local, independent Association, but we share ideas and support with other Associations across the country. We work closely with other local voluntary and statutory groups and we are the only voluntary organisation providing an eye care service across Wakefield District.

Question 2  

“Does WRBA receive funding for the work it does?”

WRBA depends largely on donations. Wakefield Council gives us a payment for the home visits we do on their behalf. Wakefield NHS (Healthier Communities Fund) has given us a grant to develop the “Sight Aid” Demonstration Days. That project will end in December 2010 unless we are able to get continuing funds for it.

Question 3  

“Why do you not call in more often to have a chat?”

We would very much like to. Unfortunately, we only have one Home Visitor and our resources only cover us for doing visits specifically to provide a service. If we had more funds to cover petrol, visitors etc, we could do more. We keep hoping we may be able to do more in the future. 

Question 4 

“We like to support WRBA with donations and raffle tickets. If we wanted to ‘leave’ you something, how would we do it?”

We know that this is a sensitive topic (although to be honest, our members are often far more matter of fact than we are!) We do come across situations where someone has wanted to leave a gift to us in their Will, but Executors do not know WRBA and often think that “The Blind Association” means the RNIB. If a donation goes to the RNIB, we do not receive any of it. If you intend to nominate WRBA specifically, Executors/Solicitors need to know our full name and address.

We have been asked to address this issue by compiling a little information leaflet, which we will do in the New Year. 
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